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DETAILED ACTION 

The instant application having Application No. 10/581453 has a total of 15 claims pending in 
the application; all of which are ready for examination by the examiner. 



Oath/Declaration 

1 . The applicant's oath/declaration has been reviewed by the examiner and is found 
to conform to the requirements prescribed in 37 C.F.R. 1.63. 



Drawings 

2. The applicant's drawings submitted are acceptable for examination purposes. 



Specification 

3. The applicant's specification submitted is acceptable for examination purposes. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The information disclosure statement (IDS) was submitted on 06/01/2006. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kim et 
al. [hereinafter Kim] (United States Patent Application Publication 2003/0086697). 

As per Claim 1, 6. 11. Kim discloses, "recording means for recording data 
accompanying user data in an area disposed outside a user data area to record the 
user data of a recording area of an information recording medium" ["When a still 
picture or audio data linked to the still picture is recorded, the two information 
fields in FIG. 1 (i.e., VOB information and cell information (CI) fields) take up 84 
bytes (e.g., S_VOB (36 bytes)+Cell (2.times.24 bytes)) including the reserved 
area." (Paragraph 0007) "conditions for grouping the recorded still pictures and 
audio signals linked to the still pictures into VOBs include attributes of the still 
pictures and audio signals and the maximum number of still pictures which a 
VOB can contain" (Paragraph 0014) "then the navigation information stored in the 
memory M1 is recorded in the management data area of the OD" (Paragraph 
0041)] As per Claim 11, "A recording medium in which is recorded a program for 
causing a computer to execute a process" ["The memory M1 contains an FMP area 
for storing a file management program (FMP)" (Paragraph 0040)]. 

As per Claim 2, 7, 12, Kim discloses, "characterized in that said recording 
means includes means for recording a same attribute as an attribute of the user data 
area as an attribute of the area disposed outside the user data area" ["index 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/581 ,453 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2189 

information necessary by grouping a plurality of still pictures according to their 
attributes, thus sharing navigation information and recording index information 
of still pictures with common attributes linked by the shared navigation 
information." (Abstract)] 

As per Claim 3, 8, 13, Kim discloses, "content data recording means for 
recording content data in an information recording medium" ["The optical information 
recording/reproduction apparatus comprises an optical pickup 10 for recording 
information on an optical disk (OD)" (Paragraph 0039)] "index information 
generating means for generating, for the content data, index information for referring to 
contents of the content data;" ["The control unit 50 keeps examining whether the 
attributes of the still pictures or audio signals linked to the still pictures are 
changed by a user during the recording process. On detecting an attribute 
change, the control unit 50 groups the still pictures recorded before the attribute 
change into a VOB, completes creation of the VOBI related to the VOB, as shown 
in FIG. 4, and stores the created VOBI in the VOBI table in the FMT area of the 
memory M1." (Paragraph 0041)] "index information recording means for recording the 
index information generated by said index information generating means in an area 
disposed outside a user data area to record user data of a recording area of the 
information recording medium" ["When a still picture or audio data linked to the still 
picture is recorded, the two information fields in FIG. 1 (i.e., VOB information and 
cell information (CI) fields) take up 84 bytes (e.g., S_VOB (36 bytes)+Cell 



Application/Control Number: 10/581,453 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2189 

(2.times.24 bytes)) including the reserved area." (Paragraph 0007) "conditions for 
grouping the recorded still pictures and audio signals linked to the still pictures 
into VOBs include attributes of the still pictures and audio signals and the 
maximum number of still pictures which a VOB can contain" (Paragraph 0014) 
"then the navigation information stored in the memory M1 is recorded in the 
management data area of the OD" (Paragraph 0041)] As per Claim 13, "A recording 
medium in which is recorded a program for causing a computer to execute a process" 
["The memory M1 contains an FMP area for storing a file management program 
(FMP)" (Paragraph 0040)]. 

As per Claim 4, 9, 14, Kim discloses, "characterized in that said index 
information recording means records the index information generated by said index 
information generating means in the area disposed outside the user data area to record 
the user data of the recording area of the information recording medium at a time after 
said content data recording means completes the recording of the content data in the 
information recording medium" ["the control unit 50 groups the still pictures and 
audio data linked to the still pictures recorded until then into a VOB, completes 
creation of the VOBI related to the VOB, and stores the created VOBI in the VOBI 
table in the FMT area of the memory M1. And then the navigation information 
stored in the memory M1 is recorded in the management data area of the OD." 
(Paragraph 0041)] 
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As per Claim 5, 10, 15, Kim discloses, "characterized in that said index 
information recording means successively records the index information generated by 
said index information generating means in the area disposed outside the user data 
area to record the user data of the recording area of the information recording medium 
during the recording of the content data in the information recording medium by said 
content data recording means" ["Next, the control unit 50 examines whether the 
attributes of the currently recorded still picture (or attributes of the audio data 
linked to the still picture) differ from those of the previously recorded still 
pictures (or those of the audio data linked to the previously recorded still 
pictures) belonging to a VOB (S17)... Returning to S17, if the attributes of the 
currently recorded still picture differ from those of the previously recorded still 
pictures, the control unit 50 groups the previously recorded still pictures into a 
VOB in step S19, records N in the field of STILL_PIC_Ns in the corresponding 
VOBI after decrementing N by 1, and finishes creation of the VOBI. ... And, the 
control unit 50 records the whole file management data containing the completed 
VOBI in the storage media (S21), which finishes the creation of the VOBI." 
(Paragraph 0046-0048)] 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KENNETH M. LO whose telephone number is (571)272- 
9774. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thu (7:30am - 6:00pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bragdon Reginald can be reached on 571-272-4204. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Kenneth Lo 
Art Unit 2189 



/Reginald G. Bragdon/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2189 



